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A Letter 
from our Chair

Dear friend

Ensuring a strong Jewish identity for my family was always a priority. As a Moriah 
graduate and working as an anaesthetist, living in Bondi, Canberra seemed 
an unlikely location for my family. I was certain it was not possible to maintain 
the strength of our Jewish identity there. 

Five years after making the decision to relocate to Canberra, we are proud 
to call the capital our home. The ACT Jewish Community is a place where 
newcomers are welcomed with a warmth and closeness that allows for genuine 
Jewish engagement. 

I am more culturally, politically and religiously engaged than ever and I am 
committed to helping this vibrant community remain strong and grow, as a 
beacon of Australian Jewry in the nation’s capital.

The National Jewish Memorial Centre is the heart of all this. Our location, people 
and relationships allow us to represent a broad range of Jewish interests and 
give Australian Jewry a strong and proud voice amongst those in power. As we 
enhance our national identity we grow our influence. The centre is a home for all 
Jewish people to connect to our culture and religion.  It is also a place for non-
Jewish people to experience an authentic and holistic representation of Judaism.  

Australian Jewry needs a centre that it can be proud of. Therefore all of us need 
to support this project of national significance.  With your help, we will create 
a centre that proudly represents and advocates for all of Australian Jewry.

Yours sincerely,

Dr David Reiner

2016 Capital Campaign Chair 



The ACT Jewish Community was formally constituted in 1951, and the 
National Jewish Memorial Centre was opened in 1971 with generous 
assistance from individuals and organisations interstate, and the continuing 
assistance of the NSW Jewish Communal Appeal.

The ACT Jewish Community is the roof body of Jewish activity in the nation’s 
capital. The community provides space for a Modern Orthodox and 
a Progressive congregation, educational activities for adults, youth 
and children, social events, interfaith engagement and representation 
to the political and diplomatic community. We have an active and engaged 
membership which provides a model for a dynamic pluralist community.

The community is governed by an elected Board, led by our President, 
Yael Cass and Rabbi Alon Meltzer. Yael Cass, is also Vice President of the 
Executive Council of Australian Jewry. 

History of 
Community



In 1965, Prime Minister Sir Robert 
Menzies historically gifted £10 to the 
original Capital Campaign for the 
construction of the National Jewish 
Memorial Centre.

The National Jewish Memorial Centre 
officially opened on the 13th of 
December 1971 by Prime Minister 
Mr William McMahon. In 1988 the 
ZFA opened their office in the Centre.

In 2016 the National Jewish Memorial 
Centre is home to both an Orthodox and 
Progressive congregation, adult and youth 
education classes, community events and 
utilised by an extended community of 
over 1,000 people.

"This afternoon we are about to add something to the history of Canberra and 
something of enduring importance to the vast panorama of the Jewish story in 
Australia.
I wonder if I could ... describe this fine new building as a pillar. I do so because I see it 
as a pillar of faith in our national capital. A pillar of faith which will stand for a long, 
long time, as the national centre of Australian Jewry - the first of its kind - and as a 
meeting place, a House of worship, a school and a memorial to Jews who died for 
Australia."      

Prime Minister Mr William McMahon, address 
at the opening of the National Jewish 
Memorial Centre, 13th December 1971.



The current National Jewish Memorial Centre 
is not representative of a modern and 
engaged Jewry and does not meet 
contemporary security needs.

The new modern and vibrant centre will serve 
as a home for advocacy, political and 
diplomatic engagement and national events, 
while providing updated facilities for the 
community.

Located 650m from Parliament, the Centre is 
ideally positioned to furthering national 
Jewish advocacy on behalf of Australian Jewry.

Reason for 
Giving

Our professional engaged leadership team 
has strong relationships with our national 
Jewish peak bodies and need a modern 
facility to best represent the contribution of 
our community to the Australian government 
and decision makers



Catholic Archdiocese of Canberra

Canberra Islamic Centre and Australian National Islamic Library

Australian Centre for Christianity and Culture

Australian Jewry does not have a place it can call 
home to fufil the needs of national organisations 
in their goals of national Jewish advocacy and 
education as a representation of an holistic 
Austrailan Jewry.

We need a world class centre adjacent to 
Parliament that represents our national 
community proudly alongside other faiths and 
cultures. 



The 
Campaign 
2016
In a time when advocacy and strong 
representation is needed to ensure that 
our communal voice is heard, we have an 
opportunity to establish a proud and 
prominent national home. 

The overall target of the campaign is 
$6.3 million, of which $2.1 million has 
already been raised.



Statements of Support

The Australia/Israel & Jewish Affairs Council has enjoyed a long and productive relationship with the 
ACT Jewish community. The community, with its proximity to the Commonwealth Parliament, 
Embassies and the offices of so many Departments with which we engage, has been a natural partner 
in efforts to enhance the well-being of the Australian Jewish community and to Australia's relationship 
with Israel.

We wish the ACT Jewish community all the best in its progress towards building an even greater 
capacity to engage in the work of enhancing Jewish life and representing Jews and Judaism in our 
National Capital.

Dr Colin Rubenstein AM 
Executive Director  

Jeremy Jones AM
Director International & Community Affairs

Mark Leibler AC   
National Chairman 

Aside from the obvious and substantial implications for the ACT Jewish community, the Capital Appeal 
would deliver a considerable benefit to our national advocacy efforts, much of which of course centres 
on Canberra.

We envisage that an upgrade to the facilities of the ACT Jewish Community would enable us to hold 
regular events with Federal Parliamentarians and dignitaries in Canberra, and could serve as an additional 
professional base for visiting ECAJ staff and executive.

We offer our full support for the Capital Appeal and are confident that it will be of substantial benefit to 
the Australian Jewish community.

Robert Goot SC AM  
President  

Peter Wertheim AM 
Executive Director

The work that the ACTJC does to engage with and represent Australian Jewry is not only educational 
and inspirational, but more importantly, it’s community building.

For Australian Jewry to have a strong and proud voice in the Nation’s Capital, it’s imperative to have a 
modern and vibrant Centre which would be seen on a world scale. The Zionist Federation of Australia 
found a home in the Centre in 1988 and has been made welcome there since. We see the importance 
of this centre as a springboard for all national Jewish communal initiatives and Israel advocacy in 
Canberra.

Dr Danny Lamm
President Zionist Federation of Australia

Executive Council of Australian 
Jewry

Alice.Dawson
Line

Alice.Dawson
Line



Stages
Stage 1.1 
Redevelopment of the existing classroom wing, which is also home to the Orthodox 
Synagogue space allowing for three modernised multipurpose rooms for public lectures, 
meetings and internal education.

Stage 1.2 
Construction of a security perimeter fence to ensure the safety and security of the Centre 
and its guests. This includes landscaping and design consistent with the requirements 
of the National Capital Authority and inground works for new wing.

Stage 2
Construction of the new wing with a foyer, events space, administrative facilities, three 
multipurpose rooms for large events, public lectures, meetings, internal education, and 
a Progressive Synagogue space. Construction of a museum space as well as outdoor 
event spaces adjacent to our landscaped grounds and War Memorial. 

Stage 3
The refurbishment of the existing building, landscaping, and construction of a War Memorial.

Breakdown of Costs
New Works $3,050,501

Refurbishment $997,542

Furniture, Fixtures, Equipment and Landscaping $840,885

Security $1,397,516

Total $6,286,444

$689,789

$1,277,003

$3,634,122

$685,530





Get  
involved
With your support and generosity, our 
vision for a Centre proudly representing 
Jewish interests in the nation’s capital can 
become a reality.

BE PART OF THIS 
DEFINING 
OPPORTUNITY

Contact Information

A 31 National Circuit, Forrest ACT 2603 
P PO Box 3105, Manuka ACT 2603 
T 02 6295 1052 
E rabbi@canberrajewishcommunity.org
E    president@canberrajewishcommunity.org

actjc.org.au

ACT Jewish Community is a 
foundation member of the JCA 
family of organisations.
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